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Honorable Ted Stevens ‘m 2 ‘ \993

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 MWTNW

Dear Senator Stevens:

et

constituent, Mr. Robert Baker. Mr. B
comments that he filed in PR Docket.
Rule Making in that proceeding proposes to d the amateur service rules to
include the responsibility for the preparation and administration of Novice
Class operator license examinations under the volunteer-examiner coordinator

(VEC) system.

Mr. Baker’s comments in the proceeding were timely filed on October 8, 1993.
Inasmuch as the subject docket is pending before the Commission, it would not
be appropriate to discuss the merits of Mr. Baker’s comments. Please be
assured that Mr. Baker‘’s comments will be fully con51dered by the Commission
before final action is taken.

I trust that this reply is responsive to your inquiry.

Slncerely,

Ralph A. Haller
Chief, Private Radio Bureau

~ cc: Personal Radio Branch/Chron

Chief, Private Radio Bureau
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-4 AOBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA, CHAIRMAN

DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII

ERNEST F. HOLLINGS, SOUTH CAROLINA

J. BENNETT JOHNSTON, LOUISIANA
QUENTIN N. BURDICK, NORTH DAKOTA
PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT

JIM SASSER. TENNESSEE

DENNIS DECONCINI, ARIZONA

DALE BUMPERS, ARKANSAS

" FRANK R LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEV

.TOM HARKIN, {OWA

BARBARA A. MIKULSKI, MAHVLAND
HARRY-REID, NEVADA - -
-BAOCK ADAMS, WASHINGTON
WYCHE FOWLER, JR., GEORGIA

J. ROBERT KERREY, NEBRASKA -

MARK O. HATFIELD, OREGON

TED STEVENS, ALASKA

JAKE GARN, UTAH

THAD COCHRAN, MISSISSIPPI
ROBERT W. KASTEN, JA.. WISCONSIN
ALFONSE M. D'AMATO, NEW YORK,
WARREN RUDMAN, NEW HAMPSHIRE
ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA
PETE V. DOMENICI. NEW MEXICO

1 DON NICKLES, OKLAHOMA -

PHIL GRAMM, TEXAS
CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, MISSOURI
SLADE GORTON, wASHINGTON

United States Senate

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

WASHINGTON, DC 205 10-6025

JAMES H. ENGLISH, STAFF DIRECTOR
J. KEfTH KENNEDY, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

February 23, 1993

Linda Townsend Solheim '

Director, Office of Legislative Affairs
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street, N.W.

Room 808

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Solheim:

Enclosed is a copy of a letter from Robert Baker regarding his
support for amending PR Docket #92-154 as proposed by Mr. Roger
Hansen.

I hope that the Federal Communications Commission will take
the points raised by Mr. Baker into account when reviewing the
public comments on PR Docket #92-154. In addition, I would
appreciate receiving a response to Mr. Baker’s to specific
concerns.

Thanks for your help.

. 3 — . - ¢~ —
with best wishes,

Cordially,

EVENS

Enclosure
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Dear Commission Members:

SUBJECT: PR Docket No. 92-134; Proposed MNovice Class Examination
Rule Change

The praposed Novice Class examination rule change specified in PR Docket Mo.
92-134 is' endorsed {for population centers in Alaska such as Anchorage,
Fairbanke, and Juneau but is not cosidered practical, Jjust, or in cur
national best interests for the remote communities of this state. It is,
therefore,  requested that the Commiscion recognize the special circumstances
exieting in Alaska and amend PR Docket No. 92-154 accordingly.

The proposal has been extensively discussed with the head of the VEC program
in Anchorage, Roger Hansen (KL7HF@) and other <cenior members of the
Anchorage Amateur Radio Club (BARC) including the President; Fred Wegmer
(KL?HFM), and two license training instructors, Rick Marvin (KL7YF) and Lil
Marvin (NL7DLY who are also AARC board members. My son, Robert 0. BakKer,
Jr., NL?7UB, has asked me to include his concurrence with this letter as his
responsibilities as a Ph.D. in molecular cell bioclogy at the University of
Arizona preclude an individual response in the time remaining. He too is a
long time Alaskan recsident.

The MEC program administered by KL7HFQ is a professional, “by the book”, and
efficient operation for which Mr. Hansen ics to most highly commended. It

was under hiz program that 1 received my Novice, Technician, and General

Class 1licenses.” He it without contest the foremost authority on FCC
examining conditions in Alaska and I echo his comments to the Commission as

a 16 year Alaskan resident with someéwhat extensive travel throughout this IS
huge state. My &8 odd yeare have clearly demonstrated that conditions in

Alaska are unlike those anywhere elze in the United States having lived in

ten statec and wizited the other 48 during a 22 year military career.

N time precludes appending 2 copy of Mr. Hensen’s comments to this
er. fAiccordingly, it iz requested that the Commission append a copr of
ecent letter on fhxs topic to our letter.
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Pleace note that amateur radio is not only a wanderful hobby in Alaska but

an essential element of 1life here., The Emergency ggrd:nator far the ,
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information on the ash fallout from the volcanic eruption of Mt. Spurr last
month was available on a timely basic only from amateur radio operators
located in the more remote areas of Southcentral Alaska. e are in a
"Condition RED" az thiz letter is written in anticipation of another
eruption of Mt. Spurr within the next 24-48 hours, This i< only one of many
zcenarios  in which the amateur radic operators of AlaskKan bush communities
aravided a uitzl <carvice in nitRlicr haalth anmd cafa b
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consideration to the'épecia] néeds of and for Alaska’s amateur radio program -
br amending PR Docket No. 92-154 ac csuggested by Roger Hansen, KL7HFQ.

. .ancenély, o

Robert 0. BaKer, Sr., Ph.D., NL7UH //ﬂ“’ﬂobert 0. Baler, Jdr. NL7UQ
Commander, USN {(ret? Life Member, AARC

Board Member, AARC Member, ARRL
Member, ARRL 4966 E Sth St.
848 Breakwater Cir. Aapt. 1782
Anchorage, AK 99315 Tucson, AZ 85711

cc  Senator Ted Stevens
Senator Frank MurkKowski
Congressman Don Young
Fred Wegmer, KL7HFM
Roger Hansen, KL7HF@
Rick, KL7YF, & Lil Marvin, NL7DL



